




United States Department of the Interior 
 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Appalachian National Scenic Trail 

P.O. Box 50 (252 McDowell Street) 
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425 

 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 

 
October 8, 2008 
 
 
Mr. Alan Stearns 
Deputy Director, Bureau of Parks & Lands 
Maine Department of Conservation 
22 State House Station 
Harlow Building 
Augusta, ME 04333-0022 
 
Dear Mr. Stearns: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the National Park Service and the Appalachian National Scenic Trail to express my support 
for the Rangeley High Peaks (Phase I) Forest Legacy application. This application seeks funding for three land tracts 
in the Rangeley/High Peaks region, totaling 13,446 acres, and represents a significant first step towards the larger 
overall conservation effort envisioned with the High Peaks Initiative.  
 
The Appalachian National Scenic Trail (A.T.) was designated our country’s first national scenic trail forty years ago 
on October 2, 1968 with passage of the National Trails System Act. Since then, the National Park Service has 
acquired over 111,000 acres along the length of the A.T. as part of a protected corridor, almost 32,000 acres of which 
are located in Maine. The A.T. is now a proud unit of our National Park System, as well as the flagship of our 
National Trails System, but its protected corridor is slender and fragile. This Forest Legacy application is a perfect 
example of the kind of partnership with the State that can result in protection of Maine’s timberlands and important 
additional protection for the A.T. 
 
The section of the A.T. that passes through western Maine on the ridgeline of the Saddleback range of peaks is 
considered one of the most scenic segments of the entire Appalachian Trail. Significant resources have been devoted 
to protecting the remote and scenic qualities of this stretch of Trail. This Forest Legacy project will protect the 
immediate viewshed from a 6-mile section of the A.T. across Saddleback Mountain, the Horn, and Saddleback 
Junior. This section of the A.T. has eleven designated scenic view spots that look out over the large expanse of 
currently productive timberland which sustains the character and economy of the region and which would be 
conserved through this project. Conservation of Parcel B, in particular, would appear to be an essential step in future 
conservation of adjoining/nearby forest and recreation parcels, large and small. 
 
The Appalachian National Scenic Trail is a natural, cultural and recreational resource of national significance. I am 
happy to lend my support for the Rangeley High Peaks (Phase I) Forest Legacy application which would afford 
critical adjacent protection to one of the more spectacular stretches of this extraordinary resource. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Pamela Underhill 
Superintendent 

 



 
   

 
    
 

Alan Stearns 
Deputy Director, Bureau of Parks & Lands 
Maine Department of Conservation 
22 State House Station 
Harlow Building 
Augusta, ME 04333-0022? 

Dear Mr. Stearns, 

The Bureau of Sea Run Fisheries and Habitat support the Rangeley High Peaks (Phase I) Forest Legacy 
application. The application seeks funding to protect three land tracts in the Rangeley/High Peaks region. 
Parcels A and B include property abutting the Perham and Orbeton Streams.  One of the most immediate 
threats to the ecological integrity of headwater streams in Maine like Perham and Orbeton Streams is 
land use change. Land protection is one of way to ensure that the productivity and habitat complexity of 
stream habitat for Atlantic salmon and native freshwater fishes is maintained.   
 
Perham Stream contains approximately 860 juvenile Atlantic salmon very productive rearing units 
(100m2).  We have stocked the stream once, with approximately 4,000 Atlantic salmon fry reared in the 
watershed. In follow-up assessments, the stream had the second highest density of fry and the highest 
densities of parr we have had in the entire drainage since beginning assessment since 2000.  
Orbeton Stream, excluding tributaries, has just over 3,000 juvenile Atlantic salmon rearing units. In 
Orbeton Stream adjacent to Linkletter property there are numerous Adult holding pools.  Survival of 
Atlantic salmon eggs planted in spawning habitat in the reach was higher than at most of the other sites 
in the Sandy River watershed.  We have documented wild juveniles in the lower portion of Orbeton 
Stream as a result of wild spawning adults that returned to the watershed in 2006.   
 
We support the Rangeley High Peaks (Phase I) Forest Legacy application because it will result in 
maintaining the quality of Atlantic salmon habitat in the Sandy River watershed, which is the focus of 
the Bureaus Atlantic salmon management in the Kennebec River drainage.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Patrick Keliher 
Bureau of Sea Run Fisheries and Habitat  
Maine Department of Marine Resources  
172 State House Station  
Augusta, Maine 04333 
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September 19th, 2008 

 
 
Alan Stearns 
Deputy Director, Bureau of Parks & Lands 
Maine Department of Conservation 
22 State House Station 
Harlow Building 
Augusta, ME 04333-0022 
 
Dear Alan: 
 
The Nature Conservancy (the Conservancy) supports the Rangeley High Peaks (Phase I) Forest 
Legacy application for over 13,440 acres of forest land in Rangeley and Madrid and Mount 
Abram Townships. The protection of these lands is a key part of the Conservancy’s vision for 
Maine and is it essential to the Rangeley Lakes Heritage Trust’s vision for this region.   
 
The parcels lie within two large forested blocks of land that the Conservancy has identified as 
priority matrix forest blocks.  The Conservancy selects matrix forest blocks from all the possible 
large intact forest blocks in the NE region (Appalachian/Acadian Ecoregion) that have enough 
habitat to support viable populations of all their native species and forest types even through 
expected natural disturbances and change. Together with the conservation lands of the Bigelow 
Range to the north, Tumbledown and Mount Blue to the South, and the extensive New England 
Forestry Foundation (NEFF) easements to the west, region wildlife movements can be 
maintained through land connectivity in an area with expanding recreational use and second 
home development.  
 
The High Peaks parcels (A and B) contribute to the Mount Abram matrix forest block, known for 
the high elevation spruce-fir forests, rare alpine meadows, habitat for the globally declining 
Bicknell’s thrush and one of only two sites in the state for Northern bog lemming.  These parcels 
add to a landscape much more similar to those in the White Mountain National Forest than 
Maine’s expansive protected lands of Baxter, Nahmakanta, and the Debsconeags.   
 
The proposed Rangeley parcel adds connectivity to the 81,000 acres of NEFF easement to the 
north.  This area is typified by extensive wetlands supporting Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife ranked significant wading bird and waterfowl habitat, intact bogs and fens 
as well as habitat for state rare Canada whiteface dragonfly.  This parcel provides low rolling 
landscape that is developed in most areas of the state -- but here, tucked just above the village of 
Rangeley, it remains relatively wild.  This tract includes all of Round Pond and the western half 
of Loon Lake, both selected by the Conservancy as priority lakes for their outstanding freshwater 
biodiversity values. 
 
 



This proposal adds substantially to a growing acreage of sustainable landscapes and 
interconnected forest that representing the diversity of Maine’s natural ecosystems. It increases 
forest and wildlife resilience through broader landscape connectivity.  I am pleased that the 
Bureau of Parks and Lands is submitting an application to the Forest Legacy program  
and The Nature Conservancy is pleased to offer its support.  
 

Sincerely, 

       
Tom Rumpf 
Associate State Director 
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October 14, 2008 
 
Alan Stearns 
Deputy Director, Bureau of Parks & Lands 
Maine Department of Conservation 
22 State House Station 
Harlow Building 
Augusta, ME 04333-0022 
 
Dear Mr. Stearns, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Appalachian Mountain Club to express my strong 
support for the Rangeley High Peaks (Phase I) Forest Legacy application. This 
application seeks funding for three land tracts in the Rangeley/High Peaks 
region, totaling 13,446 acres.   
 
This project is of interest to AMC and our members for a number of reasons, both 
recreational and ecological.  AMC intervened in the Redington-Black Nubble 
wind power proposal due to the negative impacts such a large-scale 
development would have on this region. The ecological, recreational and 
scenic resources of the area make it one of the state’s two most 
significant mountain landscapes (along with Baxter State Park), and known 
for one of the most scenic stretches of the Appalachian Trail.  
 
While some of the region at lower elevations has been fragmented by 
roads and timber harvesting, the higher elevations remain nearly totally 
unfragmented.  Research conducted by AMC has documented that this 
region is one of the largest remaining roadless areas in the state, 
encompassing nearly 36,000 acres between Routes 4 and 16/27. These 
project properties also contain important hiking trails, opportunities for 
cross country and backcountry skiing, and Orbeton Stream, a native brook 
trout stream. 
 
This project strikes a balance between ecological protections and contributions 
to the local and regional economy from the land and will help stabilize a land 
base that is under direct pressure of sub-division and development. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bryan Wentzell 
AMC Maine Policy Manager 



 
 
 
 

September 6, 2008 
 
 
 

Alan B. Stearns, Deputy Director 
Bureau of Parks and Lands 
Maine Department of Conservation 
22 State House Station 
Augusta, ME  04333-0022 
 
Dear Mr. Stearns: 
 
 I am writing on behalf of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to express the Club’s 
strong support for the Rangeley High Peaks (Phase 1) Forest Legacy application.  This 
application seeks funding for three land tracts in the Rangeley/High Peaks region totaling 
13,446 acres. 
 
 Each tract has its special characteristics and conservation values.  Together the 
conservation of these three tracts will protect: 
 

• 1,163 acres of high elevation land providing habitat of the Bicknell’s 
Thrust, rated the top landbird conservation priority in the Northeast by 
Partners in Flight. 

• Lands of regional, national and international significance identified as 
“Critical Forest Matrix Block” by the Nature Conservancy and one of the 
“Last of the Wild” places in the Northeastern Forest by the Wildlife 
Conservation Society of Canada. 

• A critical portion of the ITS snowmobile trail as well as many formal and 
informal motorized and non-motorized recreational trails. 

• 5,900 acres of productive mid-elevation timberland owned by a family 
enterprise for local wood pellet production. 

• Orberton Stream, a native brook trout stream and site of an Atlantic 
salmon restoration effort by Trout Unlimited and the Maine Department of 
Marine Fisheries. 

• Outstanding views from the 32 mile stretch of the Appalachian National 
Scenic Trail that passes through the heart of the High Peaks region which 
is widely regarded as among the most spectacular stretches of the entire 
trail due to its remoteness and visually impressive layout. 

• Guaranteed public access to the land allowing for recreation and 
promotion of recreational opportunities. 
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 This project strikes a balance between ecological protections and contributions to 
the local and regional economy from the land and will help stabilize a land base that is 
under direct pressure of sub-division and development. 
 
      Very truly yours, 
 
  
 
      Milton R. Wright, President 
      Maine Appalachian Trail Club  





 
 
 
 
09/15/2008 
  
Alan Stearns 
Deputy Director, Bureau of Parks & Lands 
Maine Department of Conservation 
22 State House Station 
Harlow Building 
Augusta, ME 04333-0022 
 
Dear Mr. Stearns, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Appalachian Trail Conservancy to express my strong support for 
the Rangeley High Peaks (Phase I) Forest Legacy application. This application seeks funding 
for three land tracts in the Rangeley/High Peaks region, totalling13,446 acres.   
 
Each tract has its special characteristics and conservation values.  Together, the conservation 
of these three tracts will protect: 
 

• The viewshed from a 6 mile section of the Appalachian Trail that travels a high elevation 
ridgeline across Saddleback Mountain, the Horn, and Saddleback Junior.  This section 
of the A.T. has eleven designated scenic viewpoints that look out over the project area. 

• 1,163 acres of high elevation land providing habitat for the Bicknell’s Thrush, rated the 
number one land bird conservation priority in the Northeast by Partners in Flight. 

• 2,500 acres of suitable habitat for Canada lynx, federally listed as threatened, and 350 
acres of Peregrine falcon habitat, listed as endangered by the State of Maine. 

• Lands of regional, national, and international significance, identified as a “Critical Forest 
Matrix Block” by the Nature Conservancy and one of the “Last of the Wild” places in the 
Northeastern Forest by the Wildlife Conservation Society of Canada. 

• 5,900 acres of productive mid-elevation timberland owned by a family enterprise for local 
wood pellet production. 

• Orbeton Stream, a native brook trout stream and site of an Atlantic Salmon restoration 
effort by Trout Unlimited and the Maine Department of Marine Fisheries. 

• Over three miles of frontage on several ponds and streams that feed into a major 
tributary of Rangeley Lake and support an important source of forage for the cold water 
fishery. 

• Guaranteed public access for recreation. 
 
The project as a whole will help stabilize a land base that is under direct pressure from 
subdivision and development, and in so doing will protect ecological resources as well as help 
sustain the local and regional economy and our cultural heritage and way of life. Based on the 
many short and long-term benefits that this project will achieve, we hope that it will enjoy your 
support as well.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David N. Startzell 
Executive Director 





 

 
375 North Main Street, Kingfield, Maine 04947  207.265.2400 

 
 
September 16, 2008 
 
Mr. Alan Stearns 
Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands 
State House station 22 
Augusta, Maine 04333 
 
Dear Alan, 
 
Lloyd Griscom has informed me of the High Peaks Alliance’s work in Franklin County and the 
Forest Legacy Funding application that they seek for land acquisition in the region. 
 
I have been involved in discussions with High Peaks to explore opportunities to connect 
communities and expand both the economic and recreational resources of our region. High Peaks 
has the support of the local communities and many of the regions nonprofit organizations. 
 
I would like to endorse the Forest Legacy Application and feel strongly that High Peak is an 
organization that enhances cooperation and communication between communities and with this 
Forest Legacy support, they will significantly broaden the opportunities within Franklin County. 
 
Thank you for your support and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Larry Warren 
 
 
 
 
 



September 21, 2008 
 
To:  
Alan Stearns 
Deputy Director, Bureau of Parks & Lands 
Maine Department of Conservation 
22 State House Station 
Harlow Building 
Augusta, Maine 04333-0022 
 
Re: Support for Rangeley High Peaks (Phase I) Forest Legacy application 
 
 
Dear Mr. Stearns, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Maine Chapter of Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) to express my strong support for 
the Rangeley High Peaks (Phase I) Forest Legacy application submitted by the Maine Appalachian Trail Land Trust 
(MATLT) and the Rangeley Lakes Heritage Trust. The Executive Committee of the Maine Chapter of the AMC 
voted to unanimously support this project at our recent meeting. 
 
Funding for this project will create contiguous areas of conservation lands important to protect wildlife, prevent 
conversion to non-forest uses, maintain the forest economy, and ensure public access for both motorized and non-
motorized outdoor recreation. As you know, this area is under intense pressure for conversion to non-forest uses 
due to its proximity to resort and service areas and scenic qualities. 
 
Specifically, protection of the 13,446 acres of the Rangeley High Peaks region will: 
• Protect lands of regional, national, and international significance identified as such by the Nature 

Conservancy and Wildlife Conservation Society of Canada. 
• Protect 1,163 acres of high elevation land that is important habitat for the Bicknell’s Thrush. 
• Protect waterways such as Orbeton Stream that supports populations of native brook trout. 
• Protect the viewshed of the 6-mile section of the Appalachian Trail as it traverses the high-elevation ridgeline 

of the Saddleback Mountain area. 
• Support the local forest economy. 
• Ensure public access for both motorized and non-motorized forms of recreation. 
 
 
MATLT’s mission to protect land surrounding the Appalachian Trail is concurrent with the Maine Chapter of the 
AMC’s mission to support conservation and recreational pursuits, and therefore I urge you to support this project. 
This project adequately balances ecological and land-use protection with while simultaneously providing support for 
the local economy and multi-use recreational opportunities for the public. Additionally, it will link currently 
established conservation lands and recreational trail systems. 
 
In summary, I believe this project is a good investment for the people of Maine to protect a unique scenic landscape 
and provide recreational opportunities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Flight 
Chair, Maine Chapter of Appalachian Mountain Club 
27 Adell Road 
Readfield, Maine 
 
CC:  
Carole Haas, Executive Director Maine Appalachian Trail Land Trust 
Bryan Wentzell, Maine Policy Manager, Appalachian Mountain Club 
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